
STATE OF TENNESSEE 

Sumner County 

Date: 

Board of County Commissioners 

RESOLUTION 

No. 2401-23 

JANUARY 22, 2024 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION INCREASING THE BID LIMIT TO $25,000.00 

WHEREAS the current minimum amount required for a bid is $ I 0,000; and 

WHEREAS the current economic conditions are such that it is not economically feasible 
for the County to maintain such a low threshold to require bids. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Sumner County Board of County Commissioners meeting in 
regular session on this the 22nd day of January, 2024, that when a bid is required, that the minimum 
bid threshold shall be $25,000.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that when a purchase is between $10,000.00 and 
$24,999.99, if not exempted by statute from bidding, then, when practicable, three (3) written 
quotes shall be obtained and documented with the Finance Department; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this limit applies to all aggregated like purchases 
during the same fiscal year. 

CERTIFICATE OF ACTION 

c~~,&Zv DATE 
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KeyCite Yellow Flag - Negative Treatment 

Proposed Legislation 

West's Tennessee Code Annotated 

Title 12. Public Property, Printing and Contracts 

Chapter 3. Public Purchases (Refs & Annos) 

Part 12. Local Governments 

T. C. A§ 12-3-1212 

§ 12-3-1212. Sealed competitive bids or proposals; public 

advertising threshold; number of quotations required 

Effective: May 11, 2022 

Currentness 

(a) Notwithstanding another law to the contrary, a county, municipality, utility district, or other local governmental entity having 

centralized purchasing authority with a full-time purchasing agent may, by resolution or ordinance of its governing body, 

increase the threshold over which public advertisement and sealed competitive bids or proposals are required to an amount not 

to exceed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) for nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases. 

(b) Notwithstanding another law to the contrary, a county, municipality, utility district, or other local governmental entity having 

non-centralized purchasing authority may, by resolution or ordinance of its governing body, increase the threshold over which 

public advertisement and sealed competitive bids or proposals are required to an amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand 

dollars ($25,000) for nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases. 

(c) At least three (3) written quotations are required when possible for purchases costing less than the bid threshold established 

under subsection (a) or (b), but more than forty percent (40%) of such bid threshold or some lower amount as may be established 

by the governing body in a resolution. Purchases of like items must be aggregated for purposes of the bid threshold. 

(d) For purposes of this section, a "full-time purchasing agent" means a person who devotes the whole of the person's working 

time to the demands and duties of the office of purchasing agent. 

Credits 
2015 Pub.Acts, c. 457, § 1, eff. May 18, 2015; 2017 Pub.Acts, c. 415, § I, eff. May 18, 2017; 2021 Pub.Acts, c. 310, §§ 5, 6, 

eff. July 1, 2021; 2022 Pub.Acts, c. 1016, § I, eff. May 11, 2022. 

Notes of Decisions (I) 

T. C. A.§ 12-3-1212, TN ST§ 12-3-1212 
Current with laws from the 2023 Regular Sess. and 1st Extraordinary Sess. of the 113th Tennessee General Assembly. Pursuant 

to §§ 1-1-110, 1-1-111, and 1-2-114, the Tennessee Code Commission certifies the final, official version of the Tennessee 
Code and, until then, may make editorial changes to the statutes. References to the updates made by the most recent legislative 



session should be to the Public Chapter and not to the T.C.A. until final revisions have been made to the text, numbering, and 

hierarchical headings on Westlaw to conform to the official text. Unless legislatively provided, section name lines are prepared 

by the publisher. 
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West's Tennessee Code Annotated 

Title 54. Highways, Bridges and Ferries (Refs & Annos) 

Chapter 7. Tennessee County Uniform Highway Law 

Part 1. General Provisions 

T. C. A.§ 54-7-113 

§ 54-7-113. Expenditures of funds; bids and bidding; chart of accounts 

Effective: May 11, 2022 

Currentness 

(a) All funds received by any person for the county for road or highway purposes shall be promptly deposited with the county 

trustee and shall be expended only upon a disbursement warrant drawn on the trustee in accordance with law. 

(b) Expenditures of funds for the operation of the county road department shall be made within the limits of the approved budget 
and the appropriations made for the department, in accordance with law. 

(c)(l) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(3), all purchases by or for a county road department or by a chief administrative 

officer shall be by public advertisement and competitive bid, except as follows: 

(A) Purchases costing less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000); provided, that this exemption shall not apply to 

purchases of like items that individually cost less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), but that are customarily 

purchased in lots of two (2) or more, if the total purchase price of the items would exceed twenty-five thousand dollars 

($25,000) during any fiscal year; 

(B) Repair of heavy road building machinery or other heavy machinery for which limited repair facilities are available; 

(C) Purchases of any supplies, materials, or equipment for immediate delivery in actual emergencies arising from unforeseen 

causes, including delays by contractors, delays in transportation, and unanticipated volume of work; but emergencies shall 

not include conditions arising from neglect or indifference in anticipating normal needs. A report of emergency purchases 
shall be kept, specifying each purchase, the amount paid, the items purchased, from whom the items were purchased, and 

the nature of the emergency; and 

(D) All purchases costing less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) by or for a county road department or by a chief 

administrative officer may be made in the open market without newspaper notice, but shall, wherever possible, be based on 
at least three (3) competitive bids. 

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(3), all leases or lease-purchase arrangements requiring payments of twenty-five 

thousand dollars ($25,000) or more, or that are made or are automatically extendable, for periods of more than ninety (90) days, 

shall be entered into only after public advertisement and competitive bidding. 



(3) This subsection ( c) does not have the effect of repealing existing statutes, including private acts, that establish purchasing 

provisions for a county road department; but no county road department shall be required to publicly advertise and competitively 

bid purchases of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) or less even if the bids are now required by public or private act. 

(d) A chart of accounts shall be kept by the chief administrative officer in conformity with a uniform chart of accounts developed 

and prescribed by the comptroller of the treasury in accordance with§§ 5-8-501 -- 5-8-503. 

Credits 
1974 Pub.Acts, c. 738, § 12; 1980 Pub.Acts, c. 473, § 2; 1980 Pub.Acts, c. 726, § 1; 1983 Pub.Acts, c. 295, § l; 1995 Pub.Acts, 

c. 179, §§ 6 to 8, eff. July 1, 1995; 2005 Pub.Acts, c. 114, § 1, eff. May 4, 2005; 2012 Pub.Acts, c. 689, § 7, eff. Jan. 1, 2013; 

2022 Pub.Acts, c. 1036, § 1, eff. May 11, 2022. 

Formerly § 54-1013. 

T. C. A.§ 54-7-113, TN ST§ 54-7-113 
Current with laws from the 2023 Regular Sess. and 1 s,t Extraordinary Sess. of the 113th Tennessee General Assembly. Pursuant 

to §§ 1-1-110, 1-1-111, and 1-2-114, the Tennessee Code Commission certifies the final, official version of the Tennessee 

Code and, until then, may make editorial changes to the statutes. References to the updates made by the most recent legislative 

session should be to the Public Chapter and not to the T.C.A. until final revisions have been made to the text, numbering, and 

hierarchical headings on Westlaw to conform to the official text. Unless legislatively provided, section name lines are prepared 

by the publisher. 
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